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Key Area Foundation 1 Foundation 2 Year 1 Year 2 

Geographi

cal skills 

and 

fieldwork 

Know that there are different 

countries. 

 

 

Know that there is land and 

sea. 

 

Know that a map represents 

different places. 

 

Know that information can be 

drawn from a simple map.  

 

 

 

Know that the UK and its 

countries can be identified on a 

map, atlas, globe or aerial 

photograph.  

 

Know that symbols represent 

features on a map of their 

school environment (buildings 

and grounds) 

 

Know that a compass can be 

used for directions. Know 

locational and directional 

language (near, far, left, right). 

 

Know how to use simple 

fieldwork and observational skills 

to study the geography of the 

school and its grounds.  

Know that there are four main 

compass directions.  

(N,E,S,W). 

 

Know that a map can show 

locations of features and routes. 

 

 

Know that a map has a key with 

basic symbols.  

Know how to devise a simple 

map and to construct basic 

symbols in a key.  

 

Know how to use aerial 

photographs and plan 

perspectives to identify human 

and physical features and 

landmarks.  

Place and 

locational 

knowledg

e 

Know that people live in 

different places. 

Know that there are different 

countries and we live in 

England, UK.  

 

Know how to describe their 

immediate environment using 

knowledge from observation, 

discussion, stories, non-fiction 

texts, and maps. 

 

 

Know that the UK has four 

countries and that each country 

has a capital city. 

 

Know how to use atlases and 

maps to identify the four 

countries and capital cities of 

the United Kingdom (and the 

surrounding seas).   

  

Know how to draw a simple 

map of the school/ local areas. 

Identifying key physical and 

human features. (Southwell and 

a seaside)  

Know that the world has 

continents and oceans. 

 

Know how to use a world map 

and globe to locate the world’s 

seven continents and five 

oceans.    

 

Know that there are geographic 

similarities and differences 

between own geographical 

location in the UK and a non-

European country.  

(Southwell, London and Kenya) 

 



Human 

and 

physical 

geograph

y 

Know that there are different 

types of weather.  

 

Know how to name who lives 

in own home. 

 

Know how to talk about 

features of own home.  

Know that there are different 

types of weather and it is 

linked to the seasons. 

 

Know that immediate family 

has different members in it.  

 

Know that their community is 

part of the physical world.   

 

Know that they have an 

immediate environment.  

 

Know how to explain some 

similarities and differences 

between life in this country 

and life in other countries.  

 

 

 

 

 

Know that there are seasonal 

and weather patterns in the 

world including the UK.  

 

Know that there are key human 

and physical features in their 

locality.  
 

Know how to locate areas and 

countries which are hot and 

cold around the world.   

 

Know that the equator, North 

and South pole exists and their 

locations. 

Know that there are different 

types of settlement.  

 

Know that there are key human 

and physical features beyond 

their locality and in comparison, 

to their locality.  

 

 

Key 

vocabular

y  

Rain, snow, wind, sun, cloudy, 

home, places,  

Map, globe, United Kingdom, 

land, sea, England, countries, 

world, similarities, differences, 

country,  

home, near, far, next to, in 

front of, right, left 

Weather, four seasons, Spring, 

Summer, Autumn, Winter,  

Atlas, town, village, human 

features, physical features- hill, 

field, cliff, harbour England, 

Scotland, Wales, Northern 

Ireland, capitals, London, 

Cardiff, Edinburgh, Belfast, seas, 

North Sea, Atlantic Ocean, 

English Channel, Irish Sea, 

Southern, equator, South Pole, 

North Pole, Arctic Circle, 

Antarctic Circle. 

Temperature, fog, hail, thunder, 

lightning, wind. 

Virtual map, orientation, aerial 

photographs, route, symbol, 

North, South, East, West, 

Nottinghamshire, city, plains, 

desert, vegetation, forest, 

mountain, continent, oceans, 

Asia, Africa, North America, 

South America, Australasia, 

Antarctica, Europe, oceans, 

Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, Artic, 

Antarctic 

 

 

 


